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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Applicant's amendment was received on October 31, 2005 and has been entered and 
made of record. Claims 1-7, 9, 12-13, 16-18 and 20-26 remain pending. Claims 8, 10, 11, 14, 15 
and 19 have been canceled. 

Applicant arguments have been reviewed and are moot in view of new grounds of 
rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreiga country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 4-7, 9, 12, 13, 16-18, 20, 21, 23 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Hoshino et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,995,204). 

Regarding claim 1, Hoshino et al. discloses a device for determining the media type of 
source media, comprising: 

a light source positioned to illuminate at least a portion of the source media (fig. 2, light 
source 34); 

a sensor positioned relative to said light source to view at least a portion of the source 
media illuminated by said light source (fig. 2, CCD 37); and 

a controller connected to said sensor (fig. 1, CPU 1, col. 4, lines 54-57); and 
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a scan module for scanning the source media, said scan module connected to said 
controller, wherein said controller is configured to determine, based on data received from said 
sensor sensing the illuminated source media, the media type of the source media (col 6, lines 36- 
38) and said controller is further configured to interpret scan data received from said scan 
module based on said determination (col. 8, lines 36-51). 

Regarding claim 4, Hoshino discloses the device of claim 1, wherein said sensor is a 
photoelectric cell (fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 5, Hoshino discloses the device of claim 1, wherein said sensor is a 
charge-coupled device (fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 6, Hoshino discloses the device of claim 1, wherein the source media is 
interposed between said light source and said sensor (fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 7, Hoshino discloses the device of claim 1, wherein the source media 
has a surface, and wherein said light source and said sensor both face said surface (fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 9, Hoshino discloses a method for adjusting the interpretation of 
scanned data based on the type of source media scanned, comprising: 

illuminating at least a portion of the source media (fig. 2); 

sensing at least part of the illuminated portion of the source media (fig. 2, sensor 37); and 
determining the media type of the source media based on said sensing (col. 8, lines 

36-51). 

Regarding claim 12, Hoshino discloses the method of claim 9, wherein said determining 
comprises selecting one of a plurality of preset media types based on said sensing (col. 8, lines 
36-51). 
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Regarding claim 13, Hoshino discloses the method of claim 9, wherein said determining 
comprises determining the translucency of the source media based on said sensing (col. 8, line52 
through col. 9 line 28). 

Regarding claim 16, the arguments analogous to those presented for claim 1 are 
applicable to claim 16. 

Regarding claim 17, the arguments analogous to those presented for claim 12 are 
applicable to claim 17. 

Regarding claim 18, the arguments analogous to those presented for claim 13 are 
apphcable to claim 18. 

Regarding claims 20, 21, 23 and 25, please refer to col. 8, lines 35-64 of Hoshino. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hoshino 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,995,204). 

Regarding claims 2 and 3, Kurosawa does not identify the type of illumination source, 
however, LED's and incandescent lights are commonly used in film scanning art. Therefore, it 
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would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to use either LED's or incandescent lights for illumination of the media. 

Claims 22, 24 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hoshino et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,995,204) and further in view of Fujinawa (U.S. Patent 
Application PuWication 2004/0012827). 

Regarding claims 22, 24 and 26, Kurosawa does not address an opaque media, however, 
Fujinawa discloses reading images from originals other than film, such as, transparent, 
translucent or opaque (page 6, [01 16]). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of an 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine Hoshino and Fujinawa' s 
invention to read different type of media and to identify the type of media scanned. 



Contact Information ^ 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Houshang Safaipour whose telephone number is (703)306-4037. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. from 6:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L Coles, Sr. can be reached on (703)305-4712. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this apphcation or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Houshang Safaipour 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 
February 3, 2006 




